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yesterday we strove to unite all men of goodwill so as at least to stave
off hostilities, to prevent bloodshed and to ensure that the methods of
conciliation and arbitration should be substituted for the use of
violence. (Loud applause.)

Gentlemen, these efforts towards peace, however powerless they
were and still remain, will at least have shown where the responsibility
lies. They ensure for Poland, the victim, the effective co-operation and
moral support of the nations and of free men of all lands.

What we did before the beginning of this war, we are ready to do
once more. If renewed steps are taken towards conciliation, we are
still ready to join in. (Loud and unanimous applause. On the extreme
left, on the left, in the centre, and on the right the deputies rise and
applaud again.)

If the fighting were to stop, if the aggressor were to retreat within
his own frontiers, if free negotiations could still be started, you may
well believe, Gentlemen, the French Government would spare no
effort to ensure, even to-day, if it were possible, the success of these
negotiations, in the interests of the peace of the world. (Loud and
prolonged applause.)

But time is pressing; France and England cannot look on when a
friendly nation is being destroyed (renewed applause), a foreboding
of further onslaughts, eventually aimed at England and France.
(Applause.)

Indeed, are we only dealing with the German-Polish conflict? We
are not, Gentlemen; what we have to deal with is a new stage in the
advance of the Hitler dictatorship towards the domination of Europe
and the world. (Loud and unanimous applause.) How, indeed, are
we to forget that the German claim to the Polish territories had been
long marked on the map of Greater Germany, and that it was only
concealed for some vears to facilitate other conquests? So long as
the German-Polish Pact, which dates back only a few years, was profit-
able to Germany, Germany respected it; on the day when it became
a hindrance to marching towards domination it was denounced unhesi-
tatingly. (Applause.} To-day we are told that, once the German
claims against Poland were satisfied, Germany would pledge herself
before the whole world for ten, for twenty, for twenty-five years,
for all time, to restore or to respect peace. Unfortunately, we have
heard such promises before! (Loud applause on a very great many
benches.)

On May 25, 1935, Chancellor Hitler pledged himself not to interfere
in the internal affairs of Austria and not to unite Austria to the Reich;
and on March 11, 1938, the German army entered Vienna; Chancellor
Schuschnigg was imprisoned for daring to defend his country's inde-
pendence, and no one to-day can say what is his real fate after so
many physical and moral sufferings. (Loud applause.) Now we are
to believe that it was Dr. Schuschnigg's acts of provocation that
brought about the invasion and enslavement of his country!

On September 12, 1938, Herr Hitler declared that the Sudeten
problem was an internal matter which concerned only the German
minority in Bohemia and the Czechoslovak Government. A few days